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1 seed (rarely 2 or 3-6). Seed with a rough testa, mostly with
a raphe distinctly ascending on the inner side. Leaves pari-
pinnate; leaflets reduplicate.
distribution.—America between 25° N. L. and 35° S. L. One
species of Ela&is and one of Cocos have a wider distribution.
A.    sub-tribe :    ELAEIDE^l
Sp.adix branched. Flowers solitary, or male flowers in pairs
included in deep cavities of the stout branches. Male flowers
wifh the stamens united. Calyx and corolla of the female
flowers of about the same length, imbricate; endocarp with 3
pits situated in the upper half or near the apex; radicle of the
embryo obliquely ascending.
Ba/Kcella TrL, Elaeis Jacq.
One species of Elaeis is cultivated in India.
1.    ELAEIS JACQ. STIRP. AMEIL 280, t. 172.
Benth. et Hook. 1 Gen. PI. Ill, 944.— H. B. et K. Nov. Gen.
et Sp. I, 306 (Alfonsia).
Stem unbranched, erect or decumbent, annulate, clothed with
old petiole-bases. Leaves many in a terminal crown, large,
pinnate; petiole short, thick, spiny on the margins or unai'med,
with, a short open sheathing base; leaflets ensiform, acuminate,
recurved at the base.
Spadices interfoliaceous, short, thick, peduncle loosely clothed
with acute bracts; branches dense, male terminating in a spine,
female more robust; spathes 2, complete, at length breaking up
into fibres; male bracts very densely imbricate, connate into
cupules; mate bracteoles scale-like; female bracts large, lanceo-
late, spinescent, overtopping the flowers; female bracteoles like
the sepals. Male flowers: Sepals linear or lanceolate, concave,
imbricate. Petals smaller and thinner than the sepals, valvate.
Stamens 6; filaments connate into a thick fleshy cylindrical
tube below, free and reflexo-patent at the apex; anthers linear-
oblong, bilobed at the base, exserted, basifixed. Rudiment of
ovary minute. Female flowers much larger than the male,
ovoid, sepals ovate, imbricate at the base. Petals a little longer
than the sepals, erect, convolute-imbricate, entire or split at the
apex. Disk annular. Ovary ovoid or subcylindrical, 3-celled or

